                                           PROTECT OUR WATERS

                                         LAKE MARGARET UPDATE

The water quality of many of our lakes and streams is becoming a statewide concern.  Of the 16 percent of Minnesota waters that have been tested by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), 40 percent (2,274) are so polluted they are considered “impaired”.  In addition, 30 percent of Minnesota’s primary recreational lakes now have 

invasive species.
Our own Lake Margaret is the first lake on the Gull Chain of Lakes to be added to the impaired waters list due to excessive levels of nutrients.  In 2005 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) testing found significantly higher than normal levels of phosphorous in Lake Margaret, which is a plant nutrient that can encourage excessive algae growth in a lake.  This should be of concern to all property owners on the Gull Lake Chain.  If Lake Margaret isn’t restored, the problem will only spread to other parts of the Chain of Lakes.

Of concern to many property owners was the target date of 2014 set by the MPCA for the beginning of study and restoration efforts.  The City of Lake Shore, residents of Lake Margaret and the Gull Chain of Lakes Association petitioned the MPCA to move up the start up date.  As a result the MPCA agreed to start the Lake Margaret study beginning in 2007.

Lake Margaret property owners have organized to form the Lake Margaret Conservation Association (LMCA) and will have an affiliation with the Gull Chain of Lakes Association as a Task Force.  Their goal is to restore Lake Margaret to the highest achievable ecological standard.  The LMCA is considering several options to help identify sources of excessive levels of phosphorous.  Once the sources are identified, the MPCA, the city of Lake Shore and the LMCA will draft a plan for improvement.  

A meeting for all Lake Margaret residents and other interested people was held on Saturday, June 3.  Approximately 80 people took time from a beautiful Saturday morning to get first hand information and ask questions about Lake Margaret restoration.  We were also fortunate to have the Commissioner of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency with us to make a presentation and answer questions.

As a first step, the City of Lake Shore has begun inspections of septic systems on properties around Lake Margaret to assure they are all in compliance.  Noncompliant systems will be required to be brought up-to-date.  The City is also seeking a consultant to review and provide an analysis of all previous Lake Margaret studies that have been conducted.  This will give us a head start in determining additional testing that will need to be conducted to pinpoint the sources of the problem. 

The study and implementation will have a cost.  Fund raising efforts will be made through foundations, government sources, local civic organizations, business and individual contributions.  

For more information you can call Dave Loch at 218-568-5870 or Rosemary Goff at 218-963-3542.    

