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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CO-PRESIDENTS

Marvin Meyer - Gull, Wilson Bay
828-9577, mpatmeyer@msn.com

John Taylor – Gull, East Side
963-2229, taylorjc@uslink.net

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/TREASURER
Rosemary Goff – Margaret
963-3542, togo@nisswa.net

COMMUNITY RELATIONS/MEMBERSHIP
Rob Johnson – Gull Narrows
820-2431, robj@brainerd.net

Marvin Meyer – Gull, East Side
828-9577, mpatmeyer@msn.com

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
Robert Eliason – Bass Lake
568-7868, reliason@tds.net

Ike Halliwill – Gull
825-9571; halliwillongull@yahoo.com

Charles McQuinn – Gull, Northeast Side
612-280-1901, charles@lakeregionstorage.com

SAFETY & RECREATION
John Taylor – Gull, East Side
963-2229, taylorjc@uslink.net

Bob Toborg – Margaret
963-3542, togo@nisswa.net

Tim Brastrup - DNR Representative, Fisheries
833-8636; tim.brastrup@dnr.state.mn.us

Mark Engstrand – Gull, East Side
330-1240; gulllakeguy@aol.com

Ron Faust – Gull
961-1617; ronfaust@mac.com

MaryKay Larson – US Army Corps of Engineers
Manager, Gull Lake Dam Recreation Area

829-2797; MaryKay.L.Larson@usace.army.mil

Cathy Taylor – Gull, East Side
963-2229; cathyt@uslink.net

WEBSITE MANAGER
Dave Anderson – Bass Lake

952-935-0106, L-S-I@comcast.net

EX-OFFICIO PRESIDENTS
Dore Mesch - Upper Gull

568-5612, dorymesch@uslink.net

Bill Rickmeyer - Gull, West Side
963-4893, Bill.rickmeyer@remax.net

website: 
gcola.org

Winter has always had a special place in my heart, so staying
in Minnesota makes me happier than spending the winter in
Florida or Arizona. I realize that many of you love the
snowbird lifestyle, and that is great.  I also realize some of you
spend the winters in Minnesota or some other northern tier
state and don’ t really love it, but rather endure it and wait for
spring and summer.

Look at the activities we have to love and embrace during the
winter: cross country skiing - my real love.  This is my 6th
winter to groom trails for others to enjoy and we have
hundreds of kilometers of groomed trails in our area;  ice
fishing - in fact, today as I write this 10,000+ fisher persons
endured light to moderate rain to try and win prizes and help
Camp Confidence continue to do the wonderful job it does;
snowmobiling - our area is blessed with hundreds of miles of
trails groomed by many clubs with hundreds of thousands of
dollars of equipment; ice skating - many cities have rinks, and
most resorts have rinks they keep maintained, and many
other activities that make the Brainerd Lakes Area such a
special year round place to live.

But with all this your board has been busy going to meetings
concerning aquatic invasive species, water testing in the water
shed, and learning about a state clean water management
plan.  We are also working on a tree planting program, and
have applied for DNR invasive species prevention grants to
continue our efforts to keep our lakes free from these
unwanted species. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
John Taylor

LAKES PRINTING CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY

Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is allowed access to
our Association member list and only for the purpose of mailing our
newsletter.  They have issued the following confidentiality policy.

We have a strict policy of confidentiality.  We will not sell, trade, swap or
in any other way use your list for anything except mailing your newslet-
ter.  We understand fully that you are the owner of the list and we simply
have an electronic copy on our system for your use.  This policy is not just
for the Gull Chain of Lakes Association, it is applied to all customers.

Steve Allex - Gull 
829-2612; savesta@msn.com

Continued on page 5
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
John Taylor

Last summer we leased 3 I-LIDS video monitors and installed them at the 2 DNR Public Landings and the
Corp of Engineers landing.  These were such a success your board has decided to purchase the equipment
and also have the company we are buying the equipment from look at most of the videos and follow up
on enforcement.  This will be a $35,000.00 commitment over the next 3 years and then about a $6-7,000.00
commitment after that.  We also will continue to hire DNR interns to supplement the video cameras, to
have in place both a way to stop invasive species and also to educate boaters on the Gull Lake Chain the
importance of inspecting their boats for aquatic vegetation before launching into our lakes.   We have
found that many boats are coming from  Mille Lacs Lake which already has several unwanted species that
we don’t want transported to our lakes.

We are also exploring the possibility of installing boat washing facilities at the public landings to help stop
the spread of small , hard to detect invasives such as zebra mussels and spiny waterfleas.  This would be
another major investment.

In addition to the above we will continue with the installation and maintenance of the lighted buoy
system during the summer, and their removal in the fall.  This past summer we started replacing buoys
that are many years past their life, and solar lights that are also nearing the end of their projected lives.

I want to thank all of you for your past support and hope we can continue to count on you in the future.
We have a lot of work to do to keep our lakes clean and safe and can’t do it without your support. 

Buying or Selling? Downsizing or relocating? Cleaning?
Donate your home, land, furniture, household goods, sporting goods, lawn mowers, cars, trucks,

vans, boats, motors, tailers, snowmobiles, ATVs, campers or trailers to our ANNUAL AUCTION.
We accept donations year-round and pick up service is available by calling Kevin at 218-820-2258.
Confidence Learning Center is a 501(c)3 organization and your donation is tax deductible to the

fullest extent allowed by law. We provide year-round outdoor education and recreation programs for
persons of all ages with developmental disabilities. We also provide opportunities for the Deaf and

Hard of Hearing for language and cultural expansion, education and support.

1620 Mary Fawcett Memorial Dr.
East Gul Lake, MN 56401

218-828-2344
campconfidence.com



6

A LOOK BEHIND AND A GLANCE FORWARD FOR GCOLA
Rob Johnson, Board Member

In 2009, the Gull Chain of Lakes Association was one of the first lake associations in the Upper Midwest to
install the new Environmental Sentry Protection device sensors system. The units were placed at all three
public boat accesses last Spring. These videotaping devices are activated as boats are launched or removed
from the lake. Nearly 26,000 of these videos were recorded between mid-May and late October this past
year.

GCOLA also placed interns, via a cost sharing agreement with the DNR, to manually inspect boats coming
in and out of the Lake. The inspectors were in search of damaging invasive species such as Eurasian
milfoil, Curlyleaf pondweed, Hydrilla and Zebra mussels. Through these electronic and “hands-on”
deterrents, most boaters did pay closer attention to their trailers; however, a number of citations were still
issued.

During the past year, your Lake Association installed and removed 135 navigational and enforcement
buoys – the majority with solar lighting - throughout the Chain. Through membership dues and
donations, we also supplemented our water testing and monitoring programs; kids & water safety
programs; and continued our ongoing emergency equipment donations to law enforcement.

Looking ahead, if possible, GCOLA plans on expanding both inspection programs at all three public
launches. We must also continue the replacement of 12 to 15 buoys annually while over 70% of our solar
powered buoy lights need replacement very soon. 

Unfortunately, the demands on our small budget
are many and continue to grow. Your Board is a
small group dedicated to preserving the quality of
life on the Gull Chain, but there is no way we can
continue do this alone; we need your talent and
your economic support. Less than one-third of lake
shore owners are members of the Association, and
less than 3% of boaters using the Lake, day in and
day out, belong to the Association. It is an obvious
shame that the majority of folks enjoying the Gull
Chain think $50 per year is too much to join the
Association. Unfortunately, since we cannot count
on the State or County governments to provide the
necessary programs and funding to preserve and
enhance the Gull Lake Chain, we need your
involvement. Please consider an additional
donation when you make your dues payment and
please urge your neighbors to join – the odds are
they think the DNR or County still make
everything happen on the Lake!
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Rick and Deb Roberts recently received the “2009 Lake Friendly Development Award” sponsored by
several local organizations and agencies that are working to protect our beautiful lakes.   Awards are given
in several categories that recognize lakeshore owners, builders and local units of government that have
chosen to take actions that protect the water quality and wildlife of area lakes for future generations.  

The Roberts started their lakeshore restoration project
with a simple no-mow zone on their property on
Nisswa Lake.  The Roberts also planted some native
seeds in their no-mow zone.  After that succeeded,
they wanted to expand their restoration to include the
entire shoreline hillside that had previously been
mowed and maintained.  They applied for and
received a DNR grant to plant native plants, as well
as native woody shrubs, and expand their restoration
by creating a 30-40 foot deep buffer along most of the
lakeshore.  

The whole project was a huge undertaking and was
planned and carried out very professionally.  The first
step was eliminating the grass with Rodeo.  Then
mulching was done covering the area with four
inches of wood chips, and finally planting with
native plants grown at the Lino Lakes Prison nursery.
All steps went smoothly.  They watered frequently
and saw impressive growth the first year.  By the
second year many of the plants bloomed and resulted
in attracting wildlife and numerous birds they hadn’t
seen before in their yard.

Both of the Roberts were physically involved with the
project which included carrying huge rocks up the
hill.  They said it was a pleasure working with the
DNR staff and interns.  The project can be viewed by
boat on the west side of Nisswa Lake.

LAKESHORE RESTORATION PROJECT RECEIVES AWARD

Before

After

Thank You to 
Grand View Lodge
We want to offer a huge thank you to
Grand View Lodge for donating their
facilities and breakfast for our monthly

Board of Director’s meetings.  
The food and atmosphere are top-notch! 
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In the spring of 2007, GCOLA embarked on a 3-5 year program of lake and stream monitoring.  Three
years of this program were completed this past fall.  Again during the past season, Jack Warden and
Robert Eliason collected the stream samples, and Bob Toborg and Rosemary Goff took the lake samples. 

Water samples from Nisswa, Upper Gull, and Booming Out Bay of Gull Lake were analyzed for total
phosphorous and chlorophyll-a, and, in addition, Secchi disk readings were taken.  The three-year average
for each of these pieces of data was calculated.  All three of these averages yielded values that put these
lakes at the lower boundary of the MPCA classification of eutrophic.  These types of lakes have moderate
amounts of aquatic vegetation, experience algae blooms, suffer from decreased transparency, and develop
oxygen deprivation at lower depths (anoxic hypolimnia) during the summer.  This means that our lakes
are not well equipped to handle additional phosphorous.

There are five streams that drain the watershed into the Gull Lake Reservoir.  All of the streams flow into
the upper lakes of the chain; none flow into Gull Lake itself.  The concentration of phosphorous in all of
the streams was measured, and the results showed that the concentration of phosphorous varies with the
stream height.  In general, higher stream heights give higher phosphorous concentrations.  A three-year
average of the phosphorous concentration for each stream was calculated.  In general, the stream
phosphorous concentration was twice that measured in the lakes.

With streams delivering high concentrations of phosphorous to our lakes, it seems prudent that property
owners on the chain of lakes adopt stewardship practices that minimize adding any phosphorous to the
lakes.  There are two stewardship practices that every lakeshore owner could implement.  The first is to
add a shoreline buffer zone of native plants that prevents surface water from draining directly into the
lake.  The second practice is to not use any fertilizer that contains phosphorous anywhere on their
property; this includes flower and vegetable gardens and new lawns. 

LAKE AND STREAM TESTING

AQUATIC PLANT PERMIT FEE INCREASES

The DNR has just released proposed rule changes which would increase permit fees for aquatic plant
management.  The 2008 legislature directed the DNR to set the fees at a level that reflects the cost of
administering and enforcing the permit program.  Basically, the fees for most activities such as operating a
weed roller or use of chemicals in front of an individual property to control vegetation would go from $35
to $90. Permits for Swimmer’s itch and filamentous algae control would be $40 for an annual permit.  The
fee to mechanically remove aquatic plants with harvesters would be $100.

Public hearings to discuss proposed changes are schedule from 2-5 pm and 7-9 pm at the following
locations:

Feb. 23 – Bigwood Event Center, Fergus Falls
Feb. 24 – Camp Ripley Education Center, Little Falls
Feb. 25 -  Kelly Inn, Plymouth

Written comments can also be sent to Administrative Law Judge Bruce H. Johnson, Office of
Administrative Hearings, 600 North Robert Street, P.O. Box 64620, St. Paul, MN 55164-0620 or by e-mail to:
rulecomment@state.mn.us.  Mor information on the proposed rules and process that went into their 
development can be found at www.dnr.state.mn.us/input/rules/app/index.html.
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In 2009, the Gull Chain of Lakes Association received a $5,000 matching prevention grant from the MN
DNR to conduct boat inspections in an effort to prevent the spread of invasive species into our chain of
lakes.  From May through Labor Day of 2009, DNR interns spent over 800 hours and conducted a total of
3,297 inspections at the three Gull Lake public landings and at the Yacht Club during their national youth
regatta.  Of the boats inspected, 105 had come from a waterbody in Minnesota known to be infested with
zebra mussels – the majority being from Mille Lac Lake.  Out of the 3,297 boat inspections, 42% had not
been inspected prior to 2009.  

The inspection process consists of a six-question survey that ensures that boaters are aware of the issues
surrounding invasive species and includes the inspector walking the boater around the watercraft to show
them where they should be looking for invasive species.  Survey questions focus on boater knowledge and
behavior with information given on the impacts of invasive species and what can be done to prevent their
spread.  Approximately 4.9% of boaters said they were not familiar with zebra mussels or Eurasian water
milfoil.  Another 4.7% had come from another state.

GCOLA has again submitted a grant request for 2010 and is hopeful we will again be successful and be a
part of the MN DNR watercraft inspection program. 

2009 WATERCRAFT INSPECTION REPORT

Think deeply about storage.

Undo your clutter.
Store your stuff at Lake Region Storage 

where it’s safe, secure and in total climate control.

16231 State Hwy. 371 N., Brainerd

218-822-3222
www.lakeregionstorage.com

• Units starting at $40/month

• 24/7 security & gated 
keypad access

• Drive-up and covered access

• Climate controlled, heated 
& oversized units available

• Free use of enclosed trailer 
for move-in

Lund Boats, Premier Pontoons
Mercury, Honda & Yamaha Outboards

STAPLES SPORTS 
8 Miles South of Motley on Hwy 10

Lincoln, MN 56443
Ph. (218) 575-2086

YOUR ASSURANCE 
OF QUALITY SERVICE

MASTER YAMAHA 
TECHNICIANS

CERTIFIED HONDA & MERCURY 
TECHNICIANS

Owners: Shirley & Larry Godejohn
E-mail sports@brainerd.net
www.staplessports.com



Stakeholder’s Task Force
Several years ago, Lake Margaret was placed on the Minnesota Pollution Control’s impaired waters list
due to the excessive amount of phosphorous in the lake.  As a result, the City of Lake Shore commissioned
Wenck Associates, Inc. to conduct a study to determine the causes of the problem and recommended steps
needed to be taken to remove the lake from the impaired waters list.  One of the first orders of business in
the plan is to form a Stakeholder’s Task Force to ensure that recommended actions are carried out.  This
group has been formed and includes city, county, State of Minnesota, Lake Margaret shoreline owners and
watershed representatives.   Earl North has been elected Chair of this group.  The Task Force will select
and prioritize recommended activities that need to be taken to improve Lake Margaret water quality,
ultimately leading to its removal from the impaired waters list.  Key elements will be to work with Lake
Margaret property owners and people in the watershed.

Curly Leaf Pondweed
Last May for the third straight year, Lake Margaret was sprayed for curlyleaf pond.  The City of Lake
Shore requested and received DNR grant funds to pay for the spraying.  DNR funding has again been
sought to cover the cost of spraying in 2010.  The Curly Leaf Pondweed beds in the southwest bay are
particularly difficult to treat due to the water flowage.  It has been recommended that both a liquid and a
pellet product be used this  year to help ensure a good outcome in that area.  The other areas of the lake
had a great “kill rate”.

Water Quality Monitoring
During the summer, Bob Toborg performs four Secchi Dish readings each week on Lake Margaret – two in
the north bay and two in the south bay each Thursday and Sunday.  He has reported seeing an
improvement in the readings from summer 2009 as compared to summer 2008.  His reading charts are
available for review at Lake Shore city hall

NEWS FROM LAKE MARGARET
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Why Keep up with the Joneses...
Be the Joneses!

Multi Station App Parties • Rent-A-Chef • High End Pig Roasts
In Home Brunches • Demonstration Dinners

Call Today • 218.824.6444
15115 Edgewood Drive • Baxter, MN 56401

www.prairiebay.com
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The precipitation totals for 2009 at Gull Lake were 29.71 inches.  The normal annual precipitation for the
Gull Lake is 26.29 inches.  The normal rainfall in the months of June, July, August, and September are 3.95,
4.13, 3.75, and 2.49 inches, respectively.  This year the area received 2.70 inches in June, 7.31 inches in July,
2.23 inches in August, and 0.39 inches in September.  So, it is obvious that the only reason we were close to
normal precipitation for the summer months was the 3 inches above normal that was received in July.  The
rainfall in July is also the reason that Gull Lake was able to stay within its summer band throughout
August and September.

Gull Lake’s summer band ranges from 1193.75 to 1194.00 feet.  Since near the end of March, Gull Lake had
been either in its summer band or slightly above the band.  In order to regulate a reservoir within a 3 inch
summer band, it takes an extra effort by the Park Manager and the Park Rangers.  They assist the regulator
in continued monitoring of the lake level, as well as being available to make gate changes on any given
day.

We are now in the next phase of reservoir operations and that is the drawdown phase.  The lake is drawn
down to help prevent shoreline ice damage and to allow enough capacity in the lake for spring runoff to
prevent flooding. However, due to the fact that the area has seen below normal rainfall, the normal
drawdown of Gull Lake is going to be evaluated as the winter season progresses.  As of January 15, 2010
the water level on Gull Lake is 1193.32 feet.  This puts Gull Lake just above the target drawdown for the
winter season.  During the months of January and February snow surveys will be conducted to determine
the amount of snow and the amount of water content in the snow to once again evaluate the level to
which Gull Lake should be drawn down to in order to provide enough storage for the spring snow melt.

Regulation of the reservoir during drawdown is a balancing act between providing enough flood control
storage versus having enough potential spring runoff to fill the reservoirs back to their normal summer
levels by the beginning of the fishing season in May.  

MORE INFORMATION
You can visit the Corps of Engineers Water Control Web site at www.mvp-wc.usace.army.mil for more
information on the regulation of Gull Lake Reservoir.   Questions on the regulation of the Gull Lake
reservoir can be directed to Brian Johnson at 651-290-5652 at the St. Paul District Water Control, or Mary
Kay Larson at the Gull Lake Dam at 218-829-3334.

RESERVOIR WATER LEVELS
US Army Corps of Engineers

“our focus is on you”
Dr. Jackie McCall • Dr. Anna Malikowski

9-5 M,W, F • 9-6 T & Th • 9-12 Sat.

midwestfamilyeyecenter.com

121 4th Street NE
Staples, MN 56479

218.894.5480
toll free 866.894.5455

7870 Excelsior Road
Baxter, MN 56425

218.828.9545
toll free 877.338.3937

Where it’s ALWAYS Partytime!

218-829-6300
www.BrainerdParty.com

Tables/Chairs • Tents/Canopies • Grills
Linens • Wedding Supplies • Games

Decorating • DJ in a Box

6 Miles North of Brainerd on Hwy 371 - Near Iven’s on the Bay/North Long Lake
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DOCK RULES UPDATE

As of the end of January, the proposed revisions to state rules covering the size of docks and other
structures in public waters is in the Governor’s office for approval.  The DNR is not releasing the
proposed new rules or State of Need and Reasonableness until it is approved by the Governor.  It will then
be published in the State Register followed by a 30-day public comment period.  Public hearings will be
scheduled if 25 or more people request it during the 30 day comment period.  Once the rules are made
public, members who have provided us with their e-mail addresses will be notified by e-mail on where
they can access the rules and the time and place of public hearings that may be scheduled.  The DNR has
been encouraged to hold any public hearings that may be held in the summer when more people are able
to attend.  Hopefully, they will honor this request.

The DNR website on which the proposed rules will appear is:  www.dnr.state.mn.us/input/index.html
Go to RULEMAKING and ISSUES

We’re trying to collect e-mails from as many GCOLA members as possible.  This also allows us to  provide
timely information on issues important to members.  When renewing your membership, please include
your e-mail address on the renewal form.

E-MAILS WANTED!
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FOCUS ON INVASIVE SPECIES - Faucet Snail
This is an ongoing series of information articles talking about exotic aquatic plants and species 
that could be a threat to the Gull Chain of Lakes. 

Yet another aquatic invasive species has been
found in nearby waters, the faucet snail.  This
snail  was introduced to the Great Lakes in the
1870’s and was probably brought to North
America with the solid ballast used in large
timber transport ships or perhaps with
vegetation used in packing crates.

Faucet snails are difficult for non-specialists to
conclusively identify.  Adult faucet snails can
grow up to ½ inch in length, but are generally
smaller.  They are light brown to black, with 4 to
5 whorls and a cover on the shell opening.  The
shell opening is on the right when the shell
pointed up.

Faucet snails are host to three parasitic trematodes or flukes that have contributed to the deaths of about
9,000 scaup and coots in the past two years on Lake Winnibigosh.  When waterfowl consume the infected
snails, the adult trematodes attack the internal organs and cause lesions and hemorrhage.  There is no
evidence that these snails affect fish species.  Faucet snails also compete with native snails, and may clog
water in take pipes and other submerged equipment. 

They can be spread by attaching to aquatic plants, boats, anchors, decoy anchors and other recreational
gear placed in the water.  They can survive out of water for several days so precautions should be taken
when transporting boats and equipment from infested waters.

To help prevent the spread boaters and others should:
Inspect for and remove aquatic plants, animals and mud from boats and

equipment before transporting from one waterbody to another.

Preferably, spray with high-pressure hot
(120F) water for a couple minutes to 

kill snails that may not have been visible.

There are not any good management tools to
eliminate faucet snails from an infested lake.
As with other types of invasives, it is up to
boaters and others using our lakes to help
prevent their spread. 

Information provided by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources
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Sales • Service • Parts & Accessories
Docks & Lifts • Custom Canvas

218-963-2292

BOAT 

STORAGE
DOCK & LIFTSERVICE

Lost Lake Lodge

The Narrows Restaurant at Lost Lake Lodge on Gull Lake  has
the best food in the area.  Service and atmosphere is
matched by no other.  We offer an extensive wine and beer
list and serve it all to you in a resort style dining experience.
We are open from mid May to mid October.  Come by car or
boat to the North end of Gull Lake to visit our
restaurant/resort.  Call for reservations 218-963-2681.  For a
sample of our menu go to www.lostlake.com 

7965 Lost Lake Road • Lake Shore, MN 56468
P: 218.963.2681 • F: 218.963.0509

Serving the entire Lakes Area

Tree Removal • Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal

Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

Insured/ Certified

COMPLETE TREE CARE
• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections 

• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207

Michael A. Schwarze Dan Swanson 
Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist Certified Arborist



O V E R  5 0  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E

ACCOUNTING:
Personal & Business Financial Statements

AUDITING:
Small Business, Gambling & Other Non-Profit

BOOKKEEPING:
Payroll & Other Data Processing

CONSULTING:
Management & Computer Advisory Services

FINANCIAL PLANNING:
Personal & Business Financial Planning

INVESTMENT COUNSELING:
Personal & Business Investments 
Designed for You

TAX SERVICES:
Personal, Business, Estates & Gift Tax Returns

B r u c e  J o h n s o n ,  C PA  •  C h r i s  Fo r d ,  C PA
M a r y  S c o t t ,  C PA ,  •  To m  Te a s c k ,  C PA

218-829-3501
Business Hwy 371 S

11610 Andrew St.
Brainerd, MN 56401

218-963-3424
Nisswa Office

Kurilla Building #2
Nisswa, MN

www.brainerdsCPAs.com

B. Johnson & Assoc., Ltd.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
B. Johnson & Assoc., Ltd.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

2009 NEW MEMBERS AND DONATORS

John Arnoldy & Sue Hansen, Gull 
Brainerd Jaycees 
Nisswa Marine

Spicola Family Foundation
Timber Ridge Property Owners Assn.

Anonymous

2009 Donators
Names printed are those who have contributed more than the $50 dues amount.  

This is the final list of all members making additional donations in 2009.
OSPREY ($500-$1,000+)

Continued on page 21

Andy & Kristi Anderson, Nisswa
Clifford & Nancy Anderson, Gull

Ann Arhart, Gull 
Dave & Sandy Baldwin, Margaret

Vicki & Buzz Benson, Gull
Joan and Ray Benson, Nisswa
Kevin & Patrice Betterly, Gull 
Carol & Don Birkeland, Bass

Jerry & Lois Bjurstrom, Upper Gull
Matt & Lonnie Boe, Upper Gull
Justin & Pat Bratnober, Gull 
Ron & Jean Brown, Gull
John & Ann Bunten, Gull 

Dan & Karen Caspersen, Upper Gull 
Carl & Kathie Challgren, Gull  

Kathleen Chapman, Gull 
Bill Clifford, Gull 

Glen & Sandy Cook, Margaret
Tom & Rose Costello, Gull  
Bill & Ginny Dingle, Gull

Richard Dore, Gull  
Vincent & Martha Driessen, Gull  
Kevin & Betsy Egan, Margaret
Dave & Debby Felske, Gull
Michele Fuerstenberg, Gull

Steve & Charlotte Garske, Gull  
Gregg & Julie Getchell, Gull
Jim & Laleen Goerges, Gull
John & Bette Goplen, Gull  

Chuck & Clairene Grillo, Gull  
John & Jane Guild, Gull  

Ike & Sharon Halliwill, Gull  
George & Christina Hart, Gull
Derrill & Marilyn Holland, Gull 
Paul & Colleen Holmquist, Gull  
Carol Hylton & Joan Ward, Gull  
John & Julie Ingleman, Margaret
Clark & Carolyn Johnson, Gull
Arnold & JoAnn Johnson, Gull

Rob & Pat Johnson, Gull  
Stan & Bonnie Jorgenson, Gull    
Todd & Anita Kimmes, Gull  

Kurt & Michele Kittleson, Gull  
Roger & Marie Landsburg, Gull 
Chuck & Nan Larson, Upper Gull

Doug & Pat Lewis, Gull 
Jerald and Lori Lyng, Gull 

Carlisle & Ellen Mabrey, Gull  
David & Susan Mandt, Gull   
Robert McMenoman, Gull    

Charles McQuinn, Gull  
Colleen Mooney, Gull

Arne & Lisa Moores, Gull  
Joe & Kathy Mucha, Gull  

Richard & Charlene Myklebust, Roy
Jeff & Sandy Norblom, Roy
David & Kathy Olson, Gull  

Dona Pierce, Margaret
Pine Beach Peninsula Assoc.

Mark & Terri Poindexter, Spider
Mick & Jeanne Qualen, Gull  
Woody & Peggy Rash, Gull   
John & Jackie Reedy, Gull  

Kirk & Mariann Roebken, Gull 
Richard & Barbara Sankovitz, Gull  

Robert & Loriese Stoll, Gull 
Rey & Vicki Swanson, Gull  

Marc & Beth Swiontkowski. Margaret
John Tarbuck, Gull  

Bob Toborg & Rosemary Goff, Margaret
Carlotta & Gene Tutor, Gull 

Mary Vilett, Gull  
Roger & Sandra Willow, Gull  
Alex & Michelle Wilson, Gull  
Sue Winterstein, Gull Narrows

HAWKS ($100-$499)
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BRAINERDPROPS.COM
218-824-0000

18185 State Hwy 371N
Brainerd, MN 56401

BRAINERD PROPELLER, INC.
LAKES AREA WELDING

WE ARE NATIONALLY CERTIFIED IN PROPELLER REPAIR
WE REPAIR - STAINLESS STEEL, NIBRAL, ALUMINUM

- Skeg Repair
- Propeller sales, 

new & used
- Dockside Service
- Pontoon Leak Testing

- Propshaft straightening
- Insurance claims
- General welding 

& repair

See our complete selection of Marine,
Fishing and Outdoor Gear!

Proudly Serving America’s Heartland Since 1955!

Shop online anytime, anywhere at fleetfarm.com

Brainerd/Baxter
Hwy. 371 North

Store Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8am-9pm • Sat. 8am-8pm • Sun. 8am-6pm
Auto Center Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8am-9pm • Sat. 8am-6pm • Sun. 9am-6pm



Donations in Memory of the following:
Robert Chapman (Kathleen Chapman) • John Maxson (Timber Ridge Property Owners Assn)
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2009 NEW MEMBERS AND DONATORS

Bill & Sally Anderson, Gull
John Anderson & Lindsay Holmgren, Gull

Martha Anderson, Nisswa
Charles & Janet Andres

Richard & Susan Asinger, Gull 
Wayne and Jan Anderson, Margaret

Kenneth & Mary Baker, Gull
Looe III & Mary Ann Baker, Gull

Pat & Sandy Baldwin, Gull
Looe Baker, Gull

Jeff & Cheryl Bartels, Spider/Roy
Perry & Carol Beaton, Gull 

Mark & Angie Benson, Nisswa
Leslie & Wayne Benz, Love
Vernon & Lois Berglin, Gull  
Uldis & Pat Birznieks, Gull  

Linda Blaisdell, Gull 
Steve Boe, Upper Gull

John & Mary Boeder, Gull
Fred & Mary Boos, Gull 

Robert & Terrie Borman, Gull
Don Bottemiller, Gull

Robert & Susan Bratnober, Gull
Bill & Phyllis Bryan, Gull
Mike & Jean Buller, Gull
Barbara Campbell, Gull

Keith & Mary Fran Campbell, Gull  
Sara Campbell, Gull

Lowell & Carol Carlson, Gull
Peggy Carlson, Upper Gull 

Hal & Mary Elizabeth Carr, Gull
Mike & Julia Chaney, Gull  
Tim & Polly Conroy, Gull 
Bo & Cheryl Cote, Gull  

Randy & Carol Cote, Gull  
Dutch & Irma Cragun, Gull  
Thomas Dagget, Upper Gull   
Cindy & Phil Dalen, Gull

Jim & Jane Daly, Upper Gull  
Ken & Linda Darula, Gull 

Jeff Day, Roy
Tom & Bobbie Deans, Gull 

Louis Dehner & Becky Pew, Gull  
Ben & Rhoda Drake, Gull 

Charles & Margaret Ebert, Gull 
Alvin & Kathleen Eckloff, Upper Gull

Jim & Gail Ehlen
John & Ginny Ehlen, Margaret

Thomas Eisler, Narrows
Wendell & Carole Eliseuson, Gull   
Bob & Laura Eng, Upper Gull 
Craig & Margie Ensign, Gull 
Don & Gayle Erickson, Gull  

Jerry & Sandy Erickson, Upper Gull  
Curt & Julie Evert, Gull  

Lynn Ewing, Gull  
David Foster, Roy

Lloyd & Connie Foster, Upper Gull    
Bill & Sharon Frank, Gull  

Robert & Roberta Freese, Roy
Clare Fulton, Gull  

Rich & Barb Gabriel, Gull  
David & Janet Galassi, Gull  
Joe & Diane Galassi, Gull  
Bob & Pat Galligan, Gull    
Dr. John Gawlik, Jr., Gull  
Michael Gibson, Gull  

Paul & Shelley Gintner, Gull  
Stan & Anne Glad, Roy
Thomas & Betty Green

Alan & Jane Gunsbury, Gull

James & Mry Jane Halvorson, Gull 
Greg & Cindy Hames, Gull  

Steve & Mary Hanousek, Margaret
Chuck & Kathy Hanson, Gull
James & Pamela Hanson, Gull  
Bruce & Linda Harrier, Bass

Sylvia Hanson & Jerome Kleven, Spider
Bill & Barbara Harrison, Roy

Bill & Kathy Haug, Gull  
Ron & Lisa Have, Gull  

Ron & Sally Helmer, Upper Gull 
Don & Yvonne Henderson, Roy 
Mike & Pat Henkemeyer, Gull
Dan & Lise Herren, Upper Gull  

Jerry Hewitt, Nisswa
Jennifer Hicks, Gull  

Derrill & Marilyn Holland, Gull 
Todd & Eileen Holland, Nisswa

Ron & Ginger Hustvedt, Upper Gull  
Don & Marilyn Johannsen, Gull  
Bruce & Sharalyn Johnson, Roy

Jim & Jody Johnson, Gull  
Evan & Shea Johnson, Margaret

Les & Judy Johnson, Channel Narrows
Don & Sally Jones, Gull  

Dennis & Joyce Kamstra, Gull  
Al & Melinda Kehe, Nisswa
Dennis & Roberta Keller, Gull  
Bob & Marge Keppel, Gull  

Orrin & Judy Kessel, Channel Narrows
Chris Kienstra, Gull  

Kismet Partnership, Gull  
Tom & Kathy Klingen, Gull

David Knapp & Jerilyn Rogers, Gull  
Gary & Kelley Knight, Margaret

William Knipp, Gull
Monica & Mark Kovalchuk, Gull  

Gary & Laurie Kraus, Gull  
Rob & Colleen Krebs, Gull  
Arnold Kretchmer, Margaret
Marc & Linda Kuhnley, Spider

Larry Lacher, Gull  
Elaine Leach, Margaret

Ralph & Diana Ledin, Gull
Wayne & Mary Leland, Upper Gull 

H. Laury & Marilyn LePage
Douglas & Linda Linder, Gull  
Rolland Loomer, Margaret

Arnold & Marilyn Lubrecht, Gull  
Mike & Sandy Luker, Gull 
Jim & Barbara Lupient, Gull
Roger & Judy Lykins, Gull  
Jerry & Lori Lyng, Gull   

David & Patricia Maccabee, Gull 
Judy & Joe Marchel, Gull 

Steve & Janell Madison, Gull
Paul & Barb Maki, Gull

Tom & Tammy Malat, Gull
Ken Malecha, Gull 

Peter Mann & Mary Tyler, Gull  
Lee & Linda Martin, Upper Gull  

Katharine Marvin, Gull 
David McCarthy, Gull  

Harriet & Shelley McDonald, Gull
Joseph & Florence McErlane, Gull

Mike & Deb McGray, Bass
Robert Miller & Janie Koch, Gull  

Phill & Jean McMullen, Upper Gull
David McNair, Gull

Al & Mary Agnes McQuinn, Gull  
Marv & Pat Meyer, Gull  

Bob & Alma Miller, Gull   
Joyce & Bill Mitsch. Upper Gull  

Jim & Jan Moe, Gull  
Peter & Patricia Mohin, Gull  

Tim & Cindy Moore, Gull Narrows
Mark & Kristen Moran, Gull
Bob & Deanna Morken, Gull  
Mark & Shirley Muesing, Gull  
James & Wendy Mullaney, Gull  
Lowell & Linda Naley, Gull

Ronald Naslund, Gull  
Clint & Carol Nelson, Gull  

Kurt & Stephanie Nelson, Margaret
Robert & Marianne Nemeth, Gull 
Curtis & Sandra Nielsen, Gull  

Dan & Sue Padrnos, Gull  
Thomas & Janet Palermo, Nisswa

Denise & Steve Parks, Gull  
Don & Carrie Pearson, Gull  
Don & Charlaine Perkl, Gull 
Dale & Jeri Peterson, Gull  

David & Rebecca Peterson, Gull  
John & Cathy Pfeil, Roy
Mary & Doug Platt, Gull 
John & Jeanne Porter, Gull  
Kent & Jane Powell, Gull  
Gordon & Judy Pryor, Gull  
Steve & Ruth Quisberg, Gull  
David & Mary Jo Reed, Gull
Craig & Kay Robinson, Gull
Don & Patty Rodingen, Gull  
Susan & Bob Rogers, Gull  
Diane & Paul Roth, Gull  

Ken Roth, Roy
Walter Roth, Gull  

Allen 7 Linda Saeks, Gull
Don & Nancy Samuelson, Gull 
Jim & Lisa Schaffhausen, Gull  

Jeanne & Charles Scheiderer, Gull 
Peter & Goodie Schmitz, Gull  

Anthony & Renee Schwaller, Gull  
Greg & Nancy Schwanbeck, Gull

Keith & Nini Sieck, Gull  
Keith & Molly Sorensen, Nisswa

Larry & Judy stemper, Gull
John & Grace Steuri, Gull  
Ken & Diane Stevens, Gull  

Tom and Patricia Stieger, Gull  
Stoneridge on Gull Assoc., Upper Gull  

Tom & Sandy Sydloski, Spider
Craig & Rita Theis, Roy

Dave & Marlys Thies, Gull  
Rod & Carol Thole, Gull  

Brian & Deb Thuringer, Gull  
Danny Van Roy, Gull  

Carlos & Elsie Zapffe-Verdeja, Gull 
Harlan Wachholz, Roy

Doug & Deb Wagman, Gull 
Cooper & Linda Weeks, Gull  

Peg & Amy Wellik, Gull  
Roger & Diane Wenschlag, Gull 

Dorothy Whitmer, Gull  
Steve & donna Wiczek

John & Juliene Wood, Upper Gull
Kim & Karen Wood, Gull  

Jim & Trish Woerner, Upper Gull  
Steve & Lois Zauhar, Gull 
George & Kelli Zeller, Gull 

GULLS ($1-$99)



GULL LAKE PROFILES - D.H. DOCKS & TRACKS
This is an ongoing column focusing on local businesses and community leaders in the Gull Chain of Lakes area.

In 1974, Dave Hochmayr started Dave’s Dock Service, which
eventually grew to become D.H. Docks & Tracks. The well-known
building with the pond and beautiful landscaping on Highway 371
hint at the quality of the products and service found within the
company. Before the Highway 371 location, Dave had a shop at his
home in Lake Shore, using it as a sales office and manufacturing
facility.

Through hundreds of service calls to repair the outdated, home-made, and often times dangerous docks
and track systems, he became familiar with many of the problems and figured he had a pretty good idea
of how to build better products. Dave’s experience and innovative ideas led to his manufacturing the
Shore Tracker Marine Railway System, the D.H. Aluminum Frame Dock, and several related products.

Manufacturing the D.H. Aluminum Frame Dock has been the main enterprise of the company for more
than two decades. The stability, appearance, and versatility of the docks are a real source of pride for Dave
and his employees. The Shore Tracker, which is a carriage and track mechanism designed to bring boats
out of the water and onto land or into a boathouse, is now sold nationwide.

More than a dock store, D.H. Docks & Tracks sells a wide variety of water toys, such as wakeboards,
water skis, tubes and life jackets, along with weed and bird control products for your waterfront. They are
also the nations top seller of Pier Pleasure boat lifts.

Dave Hochmayr and his employees have established
a solid reputation in marine industry. Several
employees have more than ten years of sales and
service experience with D.H. Docks. They own and
use the products they sell, so they have the answers
to your questions about lakeside living. 
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Improve your golf game • Become a non-smoker
Overcome fears • Improve the quality of your life

WW.HYNOVIBE.NET • INFO@HYPNOVIBE.NET

218-831-4867

HYPNOSIS & 
GUDIED MEDITATION

WITH CERTIFIED HYPNOTIST, 
JENNIFER MILLER



Contrary to popular belief, there are lakes and trees in South Dakota. Rob & Pat grew up
enjoying these lakes and knew they wanted to be on Gull Lake when they bought their home
on the Narrows five years ago. They would be on the boat everyday if possible and enjoy
watching the world cruise by from their dock.

After 25+ years of growing his family’s Carquest Auto Parts Store to the 5th highest volume
of all 2,500 stores in the Company, Rob decided it was time for a change and sold his business. He and his
wife Pat decided to leave their hometown of Aberdeen, SD and relocate to this area 12 years ago. Thinking
it would be nice to have an 8 to 5 job; Rob joined a closely-held company in Brainerd, but soon learned he
wasn’t cut out as employee material. Rob had previously dabbled in commercial real estate and was soon
selling and developing commercial properties and businesses. Today he and his son own Dakota Plains
Companies and Dakota Plains Energy, both based in Aberdeen. They are developing their mixed-use
retail/multi-family site and are in the pre-construction phase of Campbell County Wind Farm, a $200
million project in northcentral South Dakota.

Rob joined the Board four years ago after learning most of the amenities of the lake, including
navigational buoys, water quality efforts and safety programs were not provided for via tax dollars, but
through the efforts of Gull Chain of Lakes Association.  He serves on the GCOLA Community
Relations/Membership committee.

Rob also previously served on the Nisswa Chamber Board and is on the Finance Committee at All Saints
Church.

The Johnson’s son, Heath, formerly of Brainerd, daughter-in-law Stacy and two young sons now live in
Aberdeen. Their daughter Nicole loves the heat of Las Vegas and says she certainly doesn’t miss the cold.

MEET YOUR BOARD MEMBERS - ROB JOHNSON

Plumbing Plus, LLC
Leon Pusc, Master Plumber, Owner

15+ years experience • License #61315PM

Residential/Light Commercial

New • Remodel • In-Floor Heat • Service • Hot Water Heating

Bonded & Insured

Phone 218-820-5618
Fax 320-745-8317 • Email plumbingplus@brainerd.net

Boat lifts and docks, as well as our own
aluminum sectional and truss roll-in

docks manufactured by Lake Area Dock
& Lifts.  Installation & removal of Boat

Lifts & Docks available. 

Get ready for warm weather 
Come see our water toys!

THINK SPRING!!

BRAINERD
5 Mi. N. on Hwy 371

(218) 825-3874
1-888-249-0843

CROSSLAKE
1/2 Mi. S. on Hwy 3

(218) 692-1785
1-866-692-1785
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B O AT
R E N TA L S

JET SKIS, 
BOATS & PONTOONS
7993 INTERLACHEN RD.
(CO. RD. 77) NISSWA

218-961-0000
ACROSS FROM GULL LAKE
PUBLIC ACCESS BY ZORBAZ
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Claudia Allene – Associate Broker

Cell: 218-820-9354
Direct: 218-825-3614
Fax: 218-825-3636
E-Mail: sunshine@uslink.net
www.Brainerd.EdinaRealty.com

Are you interested in seeing and hearing more
colorful songbirds in your own yard?

I install and maintain bird feeders with fresh bird
seed every week to increase the number and
variety of colorful birds in your yard and gardens.

JUDD BRINK
OWNER & GUIDE

Visit MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM
AND RECEIVE A FREE GIFT AND BACKYARD CONSULTATION! 
Go to CONTACT US tab at MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM

CELL: (218) 838-4784 • EMAIL: JB@MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM

YOUR BIRDSCAPING EXPERT

Expires 9–31–10



Out membership year now coincides with the calendar – January 1 to December 31.  You should be
receiving your renewal reminder within the next few weeks.  Any donation above the $50 dues is tax
deductible.

For the year 2009, we received membership dues from 637 households on the Gull Chain of Lakes.  While
this is a small increase over 2008 there are about 12 percent on our membership list who did not renew
and many property owners who have never been members.  The support of all property owners is
important.  We ask all of you to encourage your neighbors to become members.  The $50 dues is less than
the cost of one boat tank of gas.  

WATCH FOR 2010 DUES RENEWAL STATEMENT

Paula & Brian Finney
O F F I C E TO L L  F R E E

(218) 454.DIRT (866) 829.5529

dirtdevil@brainerd.net
C U S TO M I Z E D  C O M M E R C I A L  &  R E S I D E N T I A L  C L E A N I N G

I N S U R E D  &  B O N D E D    S E RV I C I N G  I N  A  6 0  M I L E  R A D I U S

P. O. B OX  7 6 2 ,  B R A I N E R D,  M N  5 6 4 0 1
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It is our belief that through hard wwoorrkk,,  hhoonneessttyy,,  iinntteeggrriittyy  aanndd  aa  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ttoo  tthhiiss  ccoommmmuunniittyy

that we can make a difference.  Our work reflects the same values today that created the dream

years ago.  We are proud to lliivvee,,  wwoorrkk  aanndd  ppllaayy in this community.  We truly do ““WWhhaatteevveerr  iitt

TTaakkeess”” to make our home a better place.  IItt  iiss  oouurr  ddeessiirree  ttoo  bbee  yyoouurr  pprriinntteerr..  Please contact us.

WWee  llooookk  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwiitthh  yyoouu.. -Lakes Printing
218-829-7790



ALL ARE WELCOME TO OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
You are all welcome to join us at our monthly Board of Directors meetings. They are generally held on the third

Saturday mornings of each month (with fewer meetings in the winter months). Check our website: to verify meeting
dates. We meet at Grand View Lodge at 8:00 AM for complimentary breakfast, then the meetings commence around
8:30. We usually adjourn around 10:00. Come see what we do.

GULLCHAINOF LAKES ASSOCIATION PUBLICMISSION STATEMENT
The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is an alliance of watershed property interests within the Gull Chain of Lakes in Cass and Crow Wing
Counties. The Association is devoted to the restoration and continued preservation of the highest water quality and environmental
standards achievable, promotion of the responsible use of land and water resources and recreational safety on the Gull Chain of Lakes.

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is dedicated to representing the interests of lake property owners without bias toward either seasonal
or full time residents. The Association’s primary responsibilities include educating members about best management practices to conserve
water quality, water safety, and controversial lake issues.
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218-963-1010

GULL LAKE
MARINA
20% Off

Any and All Boating Accessories
Offer expires on May 10, 2010.

Not valid with any other offers or promotions.
Only one coupon per customer.

GULL LAKE
MARINA

10¢ per Gallon
Discount on Gas

Offer expires on June 20, 2010.
Not valid with any other offers or promotions.

Only one coupon per customer.

NNEEWW  TTOO  RREENNTTAALL  FFLLEEEETT!!  
44  SSTTRROOKKEE WWAAVVEE RRUUNNNNEERRSS

Winter Storage Available
Bring your boat by  

land or water!
(Pick-up & delivery also available)

VVIISSIITT  OOUURR  HHUUGGEE  
SSHHIIPP  SSTTOORREE!!

Come by land or water - 
Thousands of boating parts
& accessories at discount

prices! All brands of 
outboard motor oil discount-

ed -  by jug or in bulk!



FOR ALL YOUR RESIDENTIAL HEATING,
COOLING & PLUMBING NEEDS

• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• REFRIGERATION
• SHEET METAL
• INFLOOR HEATING

SYSTEMS
• SOLAR &

GEOTHERMAL EXPERTS
• PLUMBING

Baxter, MN • 218-828-4337 • www.midstaterefrigeration.com

G E O T H E R M A L H E A T I N G & C O O L I N G

EARTH FRIENDLY WITH
SAVINGS UP TO 70%

V I S I T U S A T W A T E R F U R N A C E . C O M

Residential Service Rate 8am - 8pm, 7 days a week • Same Rate
Free Estimates - Locally Owned and Operated for 25 years

218-828-4337
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PLEASE CHECK OUT YOUR NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE: WWW.GULLCHAINOFLAKESASSOCIATION.ORG OR WWW.GCOLA.ORG

GULL CHAIN of LAKES
ASSOCIATION 

Box 102
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468

218-963-2229
218-963-3542

PRSRT
FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Brainerd, MN

Permit No. 471

PLEASE JOIN THE GULL CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION
Dues for the lake association are $50 per year. They are payable anytime from January 1 – December 31. We are a 501(c)3 corpo-

ration which means that all money given by you over and above the $50 dues amount is tax deductible. If you have not sent in your
dues for this year (since January 1, 2010), now is a great time to do so! Contributions above the $50 dues are greatly appreciated!

If you have sent your dues in any time after January 1, 2010, you are current!


