GULL CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION

Board of Directors Meeting

September 13, 2008

Present:  Dave Anderson, Tim Brastrup, Robert Eliason, Mark Engstrand, 

                Rosemary Goff, Marv Meyer, Don Samuelson, John Taylor, Bob Toborg  

Guests:    Al Cibuzar, Ike Holloway, Patricia Meyer

The meeting was called to order by acting President John Taylor at 8:30 p.m.
On motion by Toborg, seconded by Brastrup, the minutes of the August 9, 2008 meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  As of August 31, 2008, there was $26,392.74 in the treasury.  Deposits for the month of August totaled $8,705 and expenses totaled $6,172.06.  the treasurer’s report was set aside for audit.
Correspondence:

· Letter from Rush Lake Improvement Association soliciting written support for 

initiating a new state-sponsored research program to evaluate a non-herbicide method to control Curley Leaf Pondweed.

· Invitation from Nisswa Chamber of commerce to the Black and White Bash.

· Thank you from Minnesota Waters for renewing membership.

· Solicitation from DNR for volunteers to inventory docks.
· Solicitation from VOTE YES to support passage of the Cean Water, Land and 

Legacy Consitutional Amendment

· E-mail from Cob Burandt expressing concern about requiring shoreline buffer zones.

Motion by Toborg, seconded by Meyer that GCOLA send written support to the Rush Lake Improvement Association for their request to the DNR to evaluate a non-herbicide method to control Curley Leaf Pondweed.


Motion adopted.

OLD BUSINESS

Sale of Gala Domain
Taylor reported that the GALA internet domain was sold to Darrin Rogerson in Scotland for $675 (lower price result of exchange rate) and the transfer went through without a problem.

Gull Lake Yacht Club Task Force
Charles McQuinn sent a written report which identified the following points as ways that the Yacht Club could benefit GCOLA:
· Coordinating the use of the new GLYC facility for the GCOLA annual party;

· Gain support from GLYC members to help fund the DNR inspections at the 

Public landings around the Gull Lake Chain;

· Creating a joint membership drive between GLYC and GCOLA; offering

Incentives to individuals and families for joining both organizations;

· Organizing and holding swimming lessons at GLYC;

· Organizing classes for teaching water safety at GLYC.

Invasives Species Action Plan Task Force
Charles McQuinn sent a written report identifying the key points identified by the invasive species task force:
· Continue with the ongoing search for invasive species by coordinating    volunteers on different parts of the Gull Lake Chain;

· If a problem is identified, a task force is to be created for immediate response 

and to determine the steps to take for solutions and resolutions;

· Secure a line of credit;

· DNR permitting;
· Fundraising

· Eradication efforts

· Prevention and inspection

Shoreland Restoration Grant
Goff reported that she is working on the $5,000 grant request to the Initiative Foundation to be used for three shoreland restoration projects and is in contact with the involved property owners.

NEW BUSINESS
A.W. Reseaerch Laboratories
Al Cibuzar, President of A.W. Research Laboratories gave a presentation on their services and current projects.   He suggested that GCOLA consider conducting winter testing at 12 sites to analyze the internal loading by determining the total pounds of phosphorous and chloride in the lakes.  The cost would be $10,000-$11,000 with analysis but could be reduced with volunteer help.  Mr. Cibuzar was asked to put together a detailed proposal for consideration. 

Association of Cass County Lakes
Meyer reported on the July and August meetings of the Association of Cass County Lakes.  Extensive discussion was held on Lake Improvement Districts.  He passed out the Cass County Shoreland Homeowner’s Guide to Lake Stewardship manual.  Copies are available for every property owner on the Gull Chain.  Discussion was held on how to distribute the manual.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Toborg that GCOLA conduct a “dock drop” in spring 2009.
  

Motion adopted.
Meyer suggested that materials in the dock drop packet include a survey on lake improvement districts.  Cibuzar suggested we compare a LID with a watershed district.  Meyer will look into a watershed.
Meyer also reported that Cass County has applied to the state for $75,000 for shoreline restoration, of which some would be available to lake associations.

Lake Margaret Wenck Report
Toborg that although the Lake Margaret WENCK report is not finalized preliminary information indicates the major source of phosphorous is coming from the watershed.  Cass County will be working with the City of Lake Shore on an action plan.

Invasive Species Forum

Taylor announced an invasive species forum in Duluth on October 26 and suggested several members attend.

DNR Fisheries

Brastrup reported that Muskies will not be stocked in Gull Lake.  Gill netting of walleye indicates they are doing well and next year there should be an abundance of pan size walleye.  There are more brook and brown trout in Stony Brook than they’ve ever seen.
He also reported the DNR has a plan in place to address minor drinking on Gull Point starting next spring.  

Corp of Engineers
Mary Kay Larson reported on the ROPE meeting held on September 11.  The new plan should be in place by next spring and will be monitored for the next five years for needed changes. The Gull Lake dam has been at minimum discharge since the middle of July with the lake level currently at 1193.4, seven inches lower than the top of the ban.  The dam and bridge are in good condition.  The Cross Lake Corp of Engineer office has updated their water quality testing equipment which they can share if we get a volunteer.
Taylor reported that the milfoil search is in progress.

Samuelson reported that he had talked to the Nisswa 4-H club about the purpose for lake associations and our current projects.

Motion by Taylor, seconded by Toborg that Ike Halliway be appointed as a board member.

               Motion adopted.

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.

Minutes recorded by Rosemary Goff
